Saving a DCS2 file

Great Dane Graphics suggests you save your Photoshop file as a DCS2 (Desktop Color Systems 2).
After doing so, you will be able to bring your DCS2 file into the drawing program of your choice.
There, you can add type or logos to your file, and output your separations with clean, crisp vector
edges.

Follow the simple steps below and you will be up and running in no time.

SAVING A DCS2 FILE
@D Go to the IMAGE MENU > MODE > MULTICHANNEL.
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@ n your Channels Palette, double click the first numbered channel. In the Channels Options
palette, select “spot color”. This will change the look of your channels, this is normal, the information
on each channel will not be affected. Do this for the rest of your channels in the list. Be sure to
DELETE the channels you do not need: the RGB and “Do Not Print” channels.
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@D Go to the FILE MENU > PAGE SETUP
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@ Push the Screen... button. In the Halftone Screens dialog box, deselect “Use Printer’s Default
Screens.” Choose the Ink drop down menu to set the line screen and angle for each color listed.
(For Photoshop 7.0, this can be located in FILE > PRINT WITH PREVIEW)
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oSet the Frequency, Angle, and Shape for each color in the Ink list. Be sure to check the “Use
Accurate Screens” box and the “Use Same Shape for All Inks” box. Hit OK.

Great Dane Graphics suggests you use a Frequency of 45 to 50 lines/inch, 61° angle and an Elliptical
dot shape. If your shop is comfortable using different variables than these, feel free.

It is important to remember, however, that all of the colors must print at the same Frequency, Angle
and Dot Shape.

0 Push the Transfer... button. In the Transfer Functions dialog box, be sure to check the “Override
Printer’s Default Functions” box. Hit OK. (This screen might look different in Photoshop 7.0)
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@D After making changes in the “Screen...” button and the “Transfer...” button, hit OK to leave
the Page Setup dialog box.

@D Go to the FILE MENU > SAVE AS...
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@D Under the “Format:” drop down menu, select Photoshop DCS2.0. Hit Save.

@ In the “DCS2.0 Format” window, choose Single File with Color Composite (72 pixel/inch) from
the DCS: drop down menu.
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@ Be sure to check the “Include Halftone Screen” and “Include Transfer Function boxes”. Hit OK.

Mac Users - (your settings may differ)

Windows Users - (your settings may differ)

You are now ready to open your DCS2 file into the drawing program of your choice. There you can
add type logos and print out your separations!
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